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PREFACE. 


T HE breeding and fighting of cocks hath 
long been a favourite amuſement on 
this iſland, an attempt, therefore, to fix its 
origin by tedious quotations, wall now be 
deemed unneceſſary. I have therefore con- 
fined this ſubject to the events and improve- 
ments of modern times. It has been ad- 
mitted, that cocking was never more at its 
zenith than when a M— and a S——y 
were engaged in ſome of the firſt matches 
in this kingdom. They were in poſſeſſion 
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of a greater number of good cocks, than 
any other two gentlemen of the ſod. _ And 
from whence did this extraordinary ſuperi- 
ority ariſe ? but from a method peculiar to 
themſelves ;—which method has been kept 
a ſecret from the public. I am confident 
there were no ſuch cocks for many years, as 
one ſort of Mr. M I's, whoſe feather is 
not now a favourite with amateurs. Theſe 
cocks were much eſteemed in the neigh- 
bourhood where I reſided for a conſiderable 
time; and, until they were injudiciouſſy 
croſſed, they had not their match. The ſu- 
periority of theſe fowls naturally rouled the 
exertions of thoſe who were anxious to 
ſtand foremoſt in this favourite purſuit, and 
every enquiry was made of thoſe who were 
concerned in breeding them; but as they 
acted from the dictates of others, and had 
no will of their own, no information could 
be procured to Proceee . 
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I was well convinced that no circum- 
ſtance could aid ſucceſs ſo well as practice, 
governed by nice obſervation, and an op- 
portunity of receiving information fr om re- 
peated trials; whereby to form a criterion 
to fix the judgment. This eſtabliſhed, fowls 
(that agreed to theſe general remarks made) 
were procured at a great expence from va- 
rious parts of the kingdom; and the pro- 
duce therefrom carried with them the ſtrong- 
eſt conviction of their being well attended 
to. It ſeems neceſſary that gentlemen, who 
are anxious to have good fowls, ſhould take 
as much pleaſure in the breeding as they do 
in the fighting : for without this, they can- 


not expect to obtain any compleat breed, or 
number of fowls. 


The number of good cocks, when com- 
pared with thoſe of an oppoſite deſcription, 
being ſo very ſmall; induced me to lay the 
oi pages before the public : from 

whom. 
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whom I muſt crave an indulgent peruſal, 
and a generous excuſe for any impropriety 

of ſtyle which may meet their obſervation. 
If any thing contained therein ſhould be 
found uſeful, and worthy of their approba- 
tion, it will give infinite pleaſure to 
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2 BREEDERS. 


6 bas been a ruling foible in too many 
that have come under my knowledge, 
of being attached to a ſingle cock of a days 
fight or match, that has exhibited wonderful 
feats of courage and heel; for although con- 
dition will not give heel, yet it very much 
promotes courage, inſomuch as to carry an 
indifferent bred cock through an — 


conteſt. | 
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There have been frequent inſtances of 
half-bred cocks that have been very bloody 
heelers, which have led young cockers to 
ſuppoſe them terrible cocks, and induced 
them (without any other recommendation) 


to breed from them, and which very fre- 
quently involves them in a variety of miſ- 


takes. 


In order then to avoid this ſtrange parti- 
ality, if they attend cockings in general, 
they will have an opportunity of ſeeing a 


number of well-bred brothers, whoſe mode 
. of fighting and ſupporting a well conteſted 


battle, ſtamps upon their proweſs, that of 
ſteady fighters, good heelers, ready mouths 
and deep game. It would be arrogance in 


me to lay any particular reſtriftions upon 


my readers, to bias their choice in reſpect 
to their favourite feathers; but, in all my 
breeding and knowledge of cocks, black 
reds. have been the belt conſtitutioned, as 

” well 
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well as the beſt feathered. Gentlemen 
ſhould endeavour to obtain one or more 
ſuch cocks, whoſe originality are well 
known and whoſe breed have ſtood the teſt 
of experience. It may be difficult to procure 
ſuch, but intereſt or money will generally 
prevail. If hens or pullets are not to be ob- 
tained, they muſt be equally cautious in pro- 
curing them from other ſorts Har 1 in fea- 
ther, conſtitution, Kc. 


- BREEDING. 
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„ who have hon in the habit 
of breeding, may haye, from keeping the old 
brood too long together, brought their cocks 
to a ſtand ſtill: when by a judicious mode 
of keeping in and in, that circumſtance 
might not have taken PE: 


The 3 therefore, hu mbly offers his 


opinion, how to avoid it. Firſt, it is gene- 


rally admitted, that a cock is in his full 


prime and vigour at two years old. But 
how frequently we find that favourite cocks 


are continued with ſiſters or other hens, un- 


til the whole are five or fix years old. 


If this opinion is granted, the e der 


of continuing them chree or four years be- 
yond 
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Tux COCKER. 5 
yond that period, may account for the many 
flow and inactive Nam o frequently met 
with. 


In order to judge of the conſtitution of 
the brood cock that you mean to ſelect for 
the purpoſe of breeding. he ſhould have 
every apparent feature of health ; ſuch as 
a ruddy complexion—his feathers cloſe and 
ſhort, not cold or dry—fleſh firm and com- 
pact— full breaſted, yet taper and thin be- 
hind— full in girth—well coupled, lofty 
and ſpiring—a good thigh—the beam of 
his leg very ſtrong—a quick large eye 
—ſtrong* beak, crooked and big at ſetting 
on—not more than two years old with early 
pullets, or a blooming ſtag with two year old 
hens,—and when a cock, with pullets of his 
getting, for the next year. This I have al- 
ways found to anſwer. Should recommend 
March, April, and May, to propagate. In 
the choice of your hens, let them be rightly 
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plumed to your cock - not large but round 
bodyed—lofty neck ſhort and cloſe feather- 
ed—and in every reſpect ſuitable to your cock, 
that they may invariably breed black reds, 
ar whatever feather your original fowls are. 
And by a ſteady adherence to chuſing the 
darkeſt chickens of both, you will ever 
have cocks of the beſt feather and conſti- 


tution. 


Ever avoid breeding from cock or hen 
that differ in feather eſſentially from your 
old brood. I ſhauld recommend from four 
to ſix pullets or hens as great a number as 
ſhould be put to a cock (probably only four 
ta a ſtag,) and ſhould always prefer a maiden 
cock to a faught one of the ſame ſort: the 
former fuffers no inconvenience in being fed 
and tendered from hot meals, cloſe cover- 
ing, clipping, ruffled in their tempers, receiv- 
ing unknown injuries, whereby the intention 
of breeding may be materially injured. On 
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the contrary they are endowed with nature's 
beſt gifts, and of courſe beſt calculated to 
anſwer the deſired end. 


After having made a judicious choice of 


your brood, I ſhould adviſe their being put 


together as early as poſſible, that the cock 
may be perfectly at eaſe on his walk; that 
he may have ample time of ingratiating him- 
ſelf with his new acquaintances. Every 
Gentleman has an opportunity of ſelecting 
places for breeding where they can experi- 
ence as little interruption by dogs &c. as 
poſſible; and where good water and ſhade 
may be enjoyed : The fituation of fuch pla- 
ces ſhould not admit of a poſſibility of any 
other cock interfering with his hens (am 
apprehenſive the failure of brothers in the 
ſame hatch frequently ariſes from the want of 


ſufficient caution on this head) and on no ac- 


count ſuffer any hen different in breed, (al- 
though in feather and goodneſs) to be turned 
down 
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down with any ſet of ſiſters. For, notwith- 
ſtanding every caution in ſelecting eggs, in 


ſuch circumſtances you may be deceived or 


held dubious, and ruin every well project- 
ed plan. 


The ſaving of eggs too early has occaſi- 


oned ſuch errors as time only can correct. 


Therefore, not to admit even of a doubt, 
have them early together. It is not in the 
compaſs of practice to avoid every particular 


inconvenience that ariſes in breeding, or I 


could wiſh that every hen could lay diſtin, 
that the eggs might be marked differently, 
and of courſe hatched under ſeparate hens : 
for every filter may not enjoy an equal ſhare 
of good health. But in order to prevent as 
much as poſſible ſuch miſtakes, —I once 
more urge your utmoſt caution in chuſing 
the beſt feathered, and fineſt you have in 
health and ſhape, and breed as cloſe as di- 
rected, OT 
Bk 'Tis 
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* Tis doubtleſs an abſurd opinion to think 

any breed inceſtuous that ſprings from the 
brute creation ; it therefore has been ſtrong- 
ly recommended to breed from father and 
daughter, or mother and fon, or brother 
and fiſter, which is termed full blood. I 
have alſo known the breed exceeding fine, 
where the brood hens and cock are all out 
of a hen, but got by a different cock; or 
where the brood cock and hens are got by 
the ſame cock, but out of a different hen. 
Though I moſt approve of the former ; the 
hen's ſtrain being generally allowed to be 
ſuperiour and more certain than the cock's. 


If your brood places are at a diſtance 
from your houſe, or place where you mean. 
your old game hens to ſit, great care ſhould 
be taken that your eggs, in being conveyed 
away, are not cracked or ſhaked, but made 
compact and firm for carriage. As eggs are 
beſt marked when gathered, ever on theſe 


D occaſions 
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1 occaſions have pen and red ink about you, 
| N chat you may mark each egg with ſome 
character known to yourſelf, with the day 
1 of the month on each: for as you may not 
always have broody hens ready, this method 
will point out to you to ſet or deſtroy them, =_ 
according to the time they may have been 5 
on hand. I have generally kept mine in py 
| bran, and turned them every two days ;:for 
. by lying too long in one poſition, the yolks 
= will frequently decay and deſtroy the pro- 
lific power. It frequently happens that 
ſome eggs are ſmaller than others, and ill 
formed, and therefore ſhould be rejected; 
for all miſs-ſhaped eggs v will produce defec- 
tive birds. 


A few years. will „ you a ſufficient 
number of old game hens to ſet, and on no 
account be prevailed on to uſe any other. 
Old hens are always more ſteady in fitting 
than pullets, and more induſtrious and care- 
aha C ful 
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ful of their young. Their places for ſitting 
ſhould be as private as poſſible, free from 
any annoyance, and as ſeparate as your 
ſituations will admit of. They ſhould be 
frequently examined, to ſee that they are 
not laid to, as well as to obſerve that the 
hens have not left them. | 

It has been W to ſupply them 
with food &c. near them, to prevent their 
being too long off. Whatever is moſt natu- 
ral, I ſhould think moſt conducive to the 
intent, and therefore have ſuffered them to 
come off to enjoy good water with feed al- 
ways at a certain place, with any other en- 
joyment they are in ſearch after. It is a 
good regular method to chalk over the place 
where they ſit, that it may keep in your 


mind, the day they ſhould hatch, and of 
courſe make you attentive to ſee that the 
eggs are perfectly right as to number, mark, 
&c. and to remove the chipped ones, as well 

as 
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as the chickens which are hatched, until the 
whole are at hand. You will then return 
them to the hen in ſuch place as you may 
have for the purpoſe (boarded floors are 
beſt,) keeping them on ſuch food as every 
breeder is acquainted with, and continue 
them there according to the clemency of 
the weather and the ſt 
ens. 


As ſeveral hatches may be in the ſame 
place, never delay marking them when firſt 
brought into the rooms with ſome one of 
the marks uſually put upon them, in order 
to diſcriminate their ſorts, as well as to enter 
them in the manner ſet forth in the book 
for that purpoſe, previous to your leaving 
the room. If you have plenty of yard 
room, a great many chickens ſhould be kept 
until ſuch time as the hens may leave them; 
and at that juncture you will do well to get 

them into farm yards, where you will have 
2 frequent 
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frequent opportunities of ſeeing them, and 
at a proper time to make choice of thoſe 
well-ſhaped chickens you mean to preſerve, 
Thoſe you intend to make away with, en- 
deavour to ſee them properly diſpoſed off 
_ yourſelf, and by no means give pullets or 
SOCKEFELS to thoſe who rear them, 


Previous to your putting them to . 
I ſhould adviſe your having them up for 
about fourteen days, that you may cut their 
combs and wattles, and handle them once 
a day during their being up: this will not 
only inure them to the crow of others, but 
will make them come to better when up te 
be fed, and to their meat with more facility 
than cocks unaccuſtomed thereto; it will 
- allo make them leſs liable to ſhy, Before 
you ſend them ont, number your pens from 
number one to the number you have up, 
with the -perfon's name they are to go to; 
and, 9 your book ready, enter them as 
E directed, 
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directed, being particular as to their marks 
and colours, with any other natural mark 
they may have, and ticket your bags accor- 
ding to the pens when ſent. A regularity 
of this kind will fave much trouble. 


Your utmoſt care and attention muſt be 
exerted to procure good walks; for halt- 
bred fowl in a well-furniſhed walk, will beat 
the beſt game when ſtarved or pined; and 
hand-ſtrewed walks generally bring on an 


inactive ſloth. Therefore the procuring 


good walks is abſolutely neceſſary and con- 
ducive to the welfare and conſtitution of 
your cocks. All town walks ſhould be re- 
jected, and there are few walks in villages, 
where houſes are near to each other, worth 
occupying. The beſt are thoſe whoſe ſitu- 


ations are diſtant, and where plenty of corn 


and water abound. Graſs walks with corn 
are to be preferred to clay-bound fields; 
the latter defacing their gloſſy plumes. 
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Where a great number of walks are wanted 

the practice of running. ſtags with cocks is 

unavoidable ; and where there is plenty of 
room, the inconventency is not very great; 
but it ſhould be prevented when practicable. 

People who are curious in their walks would 

wiſh they neither ſaw nor heard a cock 

crow ; for it not only frets and teazes them, 

ſo as to cauſe them to loſe much of their 

fleſh, but deſtroys that martial fire and ſpi- 

rit, when habituated to the frequent annoy- 

ance of ſtags. 


Gentlemen who fight for conſiderable 
ſums cannot be too cautious in the choice of 
their ſtags, when they are to be ſent out to 
clear walks, to ſee that they have no natural 
imperfections : for the occupying of walks 
with ſuch, is not only an imcreaſe of ex- 
pence, but a real diſappointment ; as it fre- 
quently happens, for want of ſuch nice ob- 
ſer vation, that they are reckoning upon 

more 
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more fine cocks than they are actually in 
poſſeſſion of. 


To mention a few of theſe imperfections 


may not be amiſs, although they are gene- 
rally well known: Such as flat ſided—ſhort 
legged—crooked or indented breaſt—thin 
thighs —ſhort thin neck—imperfett eye 
duck and ſhort footed—or unhealthful.— 
Any of theſe may be eaſily ſeen, when up 
for the purpoſe of cutting and handling. 


Cocks that are well formed and lofty have 
an amazing advantage over the difpropor- 
tioned ; the latter carrying with them much 
uſeleſs weight. Hagh bearing fowls will 
always have the advantage o over low ſetting 
cocks. 


Trials are abſolutely neceſſary ;—cocks 
vary ſo much in conſtitution from one peri- 
od to another. How far a fair trial can be 

| had 
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had from cocks that are imperfe& (ſuch are 
frequently choſen for that purpoſe) muſt be 


left to the choice of every breeder: I ſhall 
therefore only here obſerve that a trial of 
ſtags is very indeterminate for they may be 


excellent in flags and very indifferent in 


cocks. 
The variety of cocks bred in this king- 


dom, and the opinions of men being as va- 


rious, it is difficult to ſay what ſort to re- 
commend in preference to another; for in 
one part of the country they are partial to 
Piles, in others to 


Black reds Gingers 

Silver black breaſted ducks Birchin ducks 

Dark greys Mealy greys 

Spangles Red duns 

Blacks .. Furnaces 

Pole-cats Cuſtards 

Cuckoos | = 
In all of which good birds are to be found. 

F But 
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But we are all too prone to change; and 


our choice is frequently attracted to make 
trials of cocks, which are every now and 


then exhibited to our view, without any re- 
gard to the ſimilarity of feather, conſtitution, 
or any other concomitant to render the croſs 
uniform: for frequently reds are put to 
greys, birchens to piles, and all contrarieties 


imaginable, which produce the many- colour- 
ed fowls you ſee in every match. 


Your Pheaſant breaſted reds, 


Your Large ſpot breaſted reds, 
Your Blotched breaſted reds, 


are all from ſome inaccuracy of breeding. 


The Turkey breaſted grey, 
The Large marbled breaſted grey, 
The Large ſpot breaſted grey, 
have a croſs that do not belong to the true 
Greys. TOI 
6 8 The 
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The Shady breaſted birchen duck, 
The Streaky breaſted birchen duck, 
The marble breaſted birchen duck, 
have a croſs different from the true birch- 
en ducks. 


How ſeldom we ſee either piles, gingers, 
mealies, yellow greys, blacks, polecats, fur- 
naces, cuſtards, or cuckoos, but what are 
ſoft feathered and tender conſtitutioned. 


Breeders ſeem to be aware that theſe are 
not the feather to abide by, and therefore 


they are not ſo generally found. On the 
contrary h 


Dark reds, 

Dark black breaſted reds, 
Dark black breaſted beazy birchen, 
Dark black breaſted birchen ducks, 

Dark black breaſted greys, and 

Red duns 

are for feather, conſtitution, and bone far 

| preferable. 
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REMARKS ON THE CHANGE 
IN CONSTITUTION. 


Ir your fowls degenerate in conſtitution, 
vou will endeavour to furniſh your ideas 
with fuch circumſtances, as were moft like- 
ly to bring on the cauſe. Perhaps from 
having bred too many years from the fame 
cock and hens; your cock having loft much 
blood in fighting, and otherwife rendered 
unfit; or he may have been injured upon 
His walk, either by fighting when young or 
picking up fomething that has proved detri- 
mental to his health; or it may ariſe from 
ſome natural defect. Some cocks are fre- 
quently: bred from after being fed, without 

G being 
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being fought, and ſeldom (if ever) recover 
their uſual bloom. 


In my remarks reſpecting this degeneracy, 


I would wiſh to be underſtood that the 


breed of fowls has enjoyed a ſeries of good 


conſtitution, and that they have been in eve- 
ry reſpect undeniable, and it becomes an 


object to continue in the ſame breed without 


an abſolute croſs. In ſuch caſe, your in- 
quiries and reſearches after this defect muſt 
be general. If it proceeds from the firſt re- 
cited cauſe, that of having continued to 
breed too long from the ſame cock and hens, 
you of courſe diſcontinue that practice 
(ever detrimental when purſued) and from 


a remove too diſtant from the change in the 


ſame fowls, make a cautious choice from 
your two or three year old cocks, and put 
them to the moſt healthful and blooming of 
your two year old hens, and I doubt not but 

in 
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in them you will experience their wonted 
conſtitution. Next year put a ſtag with 
the ſame hens, and reject in toto thoſe fowls 
that the defe& was firſt found in. From 
any of the other cauſes, if you are particu- 


larly attentive, you can . ſcarcely avoid 


knowing or ſeeing ſuch circumſtances, and 
of courſe avoid making uſe of any fowls 
under ſuch predicament. 


A FEW 


TE COCKER. 


en 


A FEW REMARKS ON STEADY 
BREEDING. 


The cheſhire piles have always been fa- 
vorites with the gentlemen of the ſod ;—and 
for the beſt of reaſons :—you have in them 
every thing that conſtitutes good fighters. 
They are lofty, well ſhaped, and good game; 
and perhaps their feathers as little object- 
ionable, taking them in the whole, as the 
moſt regular cocks in this kingdom. 


The breeder of theſe fowls has continu- . 
ally and invariably for many years purſued 
a ſteady and uniform conduct in keeping 
them to themſelves. Even the light piles 
have been kept ſeparate from the dark, and 


. | by 
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by -judiciouſly putting them together, he 
has eſtabliſhed the reputation of the well 
known Cheſhire piles. 


Mr. R has not ſplit upon the rock 
which many breeders have, and ſtill conti- 
nue to do; but ſteadily endeavours to a- 
mend any deficiency in theſe fowls; by a 
well managed choice of the whole. The 
breeder of theſe fowls has very liberally 
obliged ſeveral gentlemen with ſtags and 
cocks, but, from what cauſe I know not, 


they have never ſucceeded. Perhaps Che- 


- ſhire may be more conducive to their con- 


ſtitution, than any other county; and I am 
fully perſuaded, that circumſtance contri- 
butes much to their excellency. We have 
but few inſtances where a ſet of cocks have 
been fo regularly kept up and continued, 


as theſe; for ſuch is the inſtability of many, 


that they no ſooner are in poſſeſſion of a 


H number 
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number of good cocks, than they relinquiſh 
the purſuit, and a regular ſet of fowls gets 
diſtributed into a variety of hands, and of 
courle loſt. 


There are a great many breeders in the 
country I now reſide in, whoſe engagements 
in cocking have been numerous and fre- 
quent; and yet there are but few good 
cocks: the cauſe of which may be attribu- 
ted to ſome of the errors I have taken the 
liberty of pointing out. A gentleman of 
Mansfield bids fair to have ſome of the firſt 
fowls 1n this country, or perhaps any other, 
if he continues to breed as he has done for 
the laſt three years. Theſe are black reds, 
and although the piles are dangerous cocks, 
yet the reds are equal in heel, and ſuperiour 


in conſtitution. Notwithſtanding the enco- 


miums upon the Cheſhire piles, I by no 
means recommend their feather to thoſe 
| | who 


- 


Tux Cock x. 227 


who are not in poſſeſſion of them, nor have 
been for ſome time; but bring them for- 
ward as an inſtance of what may be per- 
fected, by ſtability- and a ſteady adherence 
to whatever ſort a breeder may be attached 
tO. | 
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| on THE NECESSITY 0F MA XING 
TRIALS. 
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THz mode of trial varies as much as any 
circumſtance in the rotine of breeding. 
Thoſe who breed but few, implicitly rely 
upon them from one period to another. 
Others content themſelves with a trial of 
ſtags, or from ſome imperfe& cock, taken 
from his walk and immediately devoted for 
j trial, — perhaps matched with a cock conſi- 
. derably heavier than himſelf, turned down 
without ſpurs, conteſting a trial under every 
di ſad vantage, — and this only to know if he 
is good game. The fallacy of ſuch proots is 
too notorious to be relied on; I hope there- 
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fore to be excuſed in making the following 
obſervations. Thoſe on their firſt onſet in 
breeding, who have to contend with various 
ſorts, ſhould not hazard a match without 
having a regular. private trial, of ſuch fair 
cocks, from whoſe actions they may form a 
proper judgment of the whole. In this trial 
they ought to be fed with the ſame caution 
as thoſe in a match, abating no one circum- 
ſtance whatever; and where a great many 
are bred, they may be nearly matched, ſo 
as to be put in the ſame ſituation with thoſe 
which are meant to be depended upon ; and 
ſo on until the whole of them are cut up. 
If this 1s not complied with, it cannot be 
eſteemed a fair trial. 


It may be neceſſary to explain to ſome of 
my readers, what is expected from a fair 
trial, Cocks proving good game denote 
only a part of their excellency : for they 
my be good dame, and * want actions to 

I ſupport 
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ſupport it, without which they muſt ever 
be deemed imperfect. They ſhould be cloſe 
hitters, bloody heelers, ſteady fighters, good 
mouths, and come to every point. A haſty 


it is a bad ſign to fee them crouch and give 
their heads away : nor is a ſhifty cock to be 
admired, notwithſtanding they may ſome- 
times win. There are cocks even in the 
extremity of death that will ſhew you the 
goodneſs of their intentions, even ſo much 
as to render - themſelves dangerous. Bro- 
thers will not prove equally good,—the ac- 
tions of ſome are much ſuperiour to others; 
yet if clofe bred from a regular ſet of ſiſters, 
any little apparent want of conſtitution 
ſhould not ſuffer them to run away. 


A few years ago, ſome friends thought it 


neceſſary to make a croſs with a ſet of fa- 
vourite hens, then well known by the ap- 


pellation of the old croſs- marked fort. They 


were 


fighter frequently indicates cowardice; and 
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were given to underſtand, that cocks er 
in feather &c. and long in favourite repute, 
would fight at Nottingham. Theſe conſiſt- 
ed of fix full brothers, fine, lofty, bony 
cocks; four out of the fix fought, and in 
ſuch a ſtile of excellence, that, excluſive 
of their previous recommendation, it was 
thought prudent to purchaſe the other two 
unmatched. Notwithſtanding every cir- 
cumſtance was enjoyed which could contri- 
bute to the welfare of breeding, out of one 
hundred two year old cocks, there was not 
one good cock from the whole. One of the 
two cocks died rotten, the other was cut up, 
and an excellent cock he was, although 
ſtruggling under a bad conſtitution. A bro- 
ther to theſe cocks, after being ſtruck blind 
with fighting, was purchaſed by a gentle- 
man in London, lately deceaſed, which 
proved equally unfortunate in breeding, 
without any evident deſign in the proprietor 
to deceive. They had the ſtrongeſt proof 


to 
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to the contrary,—that of their being for ma- 
ny years equal to any, if not ſuperiour to 
moſt; and that the change took place the 
year they bred from them. The reſult of 
their enquiries was, that they had continued 
to breed too many years from the ſame 
cock and hens. This ſhews the impropri- 
ety of ſuch conduct, and the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of frequent trials. 
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Theſe thn. has . the ſandtion of the 
«Orff. FLO 0 bd e Royal, 


"Ir has been agreed, "that on the weighing 
morning, the perſon whoſe chance it is to 
weigh laſt, is to ſet his cocks and number 
his pens, both mains and byes, and leave 
the key of the pens upon the weighing ta- 
ble: or the other party, if he pleaſes, may 
put a lock on the door, before any cock is 
put into the ſcale; and after the firſt ſet of 
cocks are weighed, a. perſon appointed by 
the party that weighed firlt, ſhall go into the 
other's pens, to lee that no other cocks are 
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weighed but what are ſo ſet and numbered, 
provided they are within the articles of 
weight ſpecified in the match ; -but if not, 
they are to take the following cock or cocks, 
till the whole number of main and bye cocks 
are weighed through. 


This being done, you are to proceed to 
match them as ſpeedily as poſſible, beginning. 
at the leaſt weight firſt, and ſo on pro- 
greſſively; yet equal or neareſt weights are 
to be ſeparated, provided that by ſuch ſepa- 
ration, a greater number of battles can be 
brought about, but not otherwiſe. 


All blanks, that is, choice of cocks, are to 
be filled up on the weighing day, and the 
battles divided, and ſtruck off for each Day's 


play, as agreed upon. The cocks weighing 
the leaſt are to fight the firſt . and ſo 
upwards. 
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At the time agreed on for fighting, the 
firſt cocks are to be brought into the pit by 
the feeders, or their aſſiſtants; they are 
then to be examined, to ſee that they anſwer 
to the marks and colours ſpecified in the 
match bill. Afterwards they are to be given 
to the ſetters to, who, after chopping them 
in hand, give them to the gentlemen who | 
are called' maſters of the Match, and, for 
diſtinctions fake, always fit oppoſite each 
other; and who turn them down upon 22 
mat. | 


=p "3 ! 
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The ſetters- to are not to touch the cocks 
when they ate on the mat, unleſs they hang 
to it or get cloſe to the edge of the pit, until 
they leave off fighting ſo long as a perſon 
can tell forty. Such an interval occurring, 
the ſetters-· to are to make their neareſt way 
to the cocks; and, as ſoon as they have ta- 
ken them up, carry them into the middle 

| of the pit, and immediately put them upon 


their 
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their legs, beak to beak; and not touch them 
any more, till they have refuſed fighting. as 
Tong we teller:of the, law can count zen 


or hung in each e on i in 1 Matz proc 
are then to ſet · to again in the ſame manner 
as before, and continue it till one cogk re- 
fules, fighting, ten. ſeveral; times, ge after 
another; when this happens, the battle is 
decided in ſavour a the cock that fought 
Mithin, the lay. 1e 


Ute 119 10 


It 


When it ſo falls out, that both cocks re- 
fuſe to fight while the law i is telling, afreſh 
cock muſt: be hovelled and brought upon 
the mat as ſoon as poſſible: the ſetters· to 
are then to toſs up.to ſee which cock. i 18: to 
be ſet· to firſt, when that which is laſt muſt 
be taken up, but not carried off the pit. 
The hovelled cock i is then to be put down 
to the other, five ſeparate times, telling ten 
between each ſeltingt ig, being the long law, 


ſo. 
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ſo on their both refuſing, the law 1s to be 
equally divided between them, as they are 
both entitled to it alike. 


Another way of deciding a battle, is, if a 
perſon offers to lay ten pounds to a crown, 
that is, if he is thought capable of paying it, 
if he loſes; or if he ſtakes his money upon 
the mat, and no perſon takes it up before 
the teller tells forty, and cries out three ſe- 
parate times, will any one take it,“ it is the 
cock's battle that the odds are laid on. But 
the ſetters-to are not to touch the cocks 
whilſt the forty 1s telling, unleſs either of 
them are hung in the mat, or on his back, 
or both hung together. If a cock ſhould 
die before the long law is told out, though 
he fought in the law and the other did not, 
he loſes the battle; for there cannot be a 


better rule for a cock's winning his battle, 
than his killing his adverſary within the 
time allowed him by the laws. 


3 | | There 
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There are often diſputes with the ſetters- 
to, as well as with the ſpectators, eſpecially 
in ſetting-to in the long law, as both cocks 
often refuſe fighting till four, five, or more 
times are told; then they begin telling 
from that cock's fighting, and counting but 
once refuſed ; but they ſhould continue 
their number on until one cock has refuſed 
ten times: for when the law is begun to be 
told, it is for both cocks; for if one cock 
fights within the long law and the other not, 
it is a battle to the cock that fought, count- 
ing from the firſt ſetting-to. 


All diſputes concerning bets, or the bat- 
tles being won or loſt, ought to be deci- 
ded by the ſpectators ; for if the bets are 
not paid, nor the battles determined ac- 
cording to the judgment then given, it 
will be a good evidence in law, if an ac- 


tion is brought for the recovery of ſuch 
bets. 
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The crowning and mantling of a cock, 
or fighting at the hand of the ſetter-to, be- 
fore he is put to the other cock, or breaking 
from his antagoniſt, is not fair, nor allowed 
to be a fight. : 
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THE FORM OF THE ARTICLES FOR 
A COCK MATCH. 


ARTICLES of agreement made the 


day of one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and between 


Firſt the ſaid parties have agreed, that 
each of them ſhall produce, ſhew, and 
weigh at the 


on the day of 
beginning at the hour of | in the 
morning cocks, none to be 


leſs than three pounds ſix ounces, nor more 
than four pounds eight ounces; and as ma- 
ny of each party's cocks as come within 

one 


Tux Cocx za. 41 


one ounce of each other, ſhall fight for 
| « 


that is 
each cock, in as equal diviſions as the bat- 
tles can be divided into fix pits, or days play, 
at . the cock-pit before mentioned ; and the 
party's cocks that win the greateſt number 
of battles, matched out of the number before 
ſpecified, ſhall be entitled to the fum of 


odd battle- 
money; and the ſum to be ſtaked into the 
hands of before 


any cocks are pitted, by both parties. And 
we further agree to produce, ſhew, and 
weigh, on the ſaid weighing days 
cocks for bye battles, ſubject to 
the ſame weight as the cocks that fight the 
main, and theſe to be added to the number 
of main cocks unmatched, and as many of 
them as come within one ounce of each 
other, ſhall fight for 
2 battle: The number of cocks ſo matched, 
| | M to 
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to be equally divided as will permit of, and 
added to each day's play with the main 
cocks. And it is alſo agreed, that the ba- 
lance of the battle- money ſhall be paid at 
the end of each day's play. It is alſo fur- 
ther agreed, for the cocks to fight in filver 
ſpurs, and with fair hackles; and the profits 
ariſing from the ſpectators to be equally di- 
vided between both parties, after all charges 


are paid that uſually happen on theſe occa- 
ſions. Witneſs our hands this 
day of << 


Witneſs 
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MARKS GENERALLY PUTUPON COCKS. 


— CDC ——_—_— — — 


FouRs in the face —is both norrils both 
eyes. 

All fours—is out right, in right, out left, 
in left. 


Out right - Buttoned in right 
In right Buttoned out left 
Out left Buttoned in left 
In left Punched out right 
Right norril Punched in right 
Left norril Punched out left 
Right eye Punched in left 
Left eye VDuncer right eye 


Buttoned out right Under left eye. 
KEEPING 
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KEEPING AN ACCOUNT OF BREEDING 


Sc. 


Tux keeping a regular account of your 
proceedings of breeding, walking, fighting, 
or any other circumſtance appertaining to 
the purſuit, will be found not only ufeful, 
but abſolutely neceflary : I therefore have 
annexed a plan filled up, as well as an alpha- 
bet, to enter progreſſively each article under 
its reſpective head, ſo that by referrence 
to the alphabet, you will eaſily find any in- 
formation wiſhed for. 


For EXAMPLE, . 
_ You wiſh to know, what cock walks at 


; 
| 
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to the letter C, you'll find it in page and 
ſo of any cock or ſtag you have out. If you 
wiſh to know when and where they fought, 
with their fate, turn to the letter where ſuch 
cock has walked. : if to their pedigree, to 
P: to your caſh account to C: and if to 
any common place memorandums, to the 
letter M. Never neglect to put the folio to 
ſuch entries, when you have occalion to 


continue the reſpective Names. 
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To Nottingham with Cocks 80 Returned May 
To Derby with ditto 27 Returned June 


. 


OWNS . . 


— 


Dr, © Care 


* 


12 


12 


= | 


4 


ful (Mr.) of Southwell. 
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